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From a national perspective, the Coast
Guard is responsible for protecting our coastal
borders and keeping those in our waterways
safe through port, waterway and coastal secu-
rity, drug and migrant interdiction, maintaining
maritime aids to navigation, search and rescue
missions, living marine resources and marine
safety, ensuring defense readiness, marine
environmental protection, ice operations, and
other law enforcement operations. Through
these important missions, the Service saves
thousands of American lives every year.

| was glad to speak with Coast Guard lead-
ership recently about the great work per-
formed already this year, even during the polit-
ical divide in Washington, D.C. Every man and
woman in the service is a testament to the
spirit and drive that makes America so great
and | want to assure all of our Coast Guard
men and women that | am working to support
and represent their interests in Congress just
as | have done my whole career. | would like
to thank everyone in the Coast Guard for the
outstanding work they do, day in and day out
to protect Alaska and our country. America is
truly better off thanks to the Coast Guard.

———

RECOGNIZING THE VANDALIA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2019

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the Vandalia Historical Society for
being awarded the Historic Preservation
Award. This is a rare and prestigious award
made possible through the hard work and
dedication of the members of the Vandalia
Historical Society.

This society sponsors a variety of fund-
raisers to help maintain the historic Vandalia
Old National Capitol, the second capitol for the
state of lllinois. The major project underway is
the raising of funds for the replacement of all
windows in the building. All upgrades and con-
struction are historically accurate. Due to the
efforts of this group, the building has been
maintained for the public to enjoy, for school
and tour groups to learn the history of this
grand old building and to learn its importance
to our state and national history.

Madam Speaker, due to their efforts, the
Old State Capitol will be standing open to wel-
come future generations. It is my pleasure and
honor to recognize the Vandalia Historical So-
ciety upon receiving the prestigious Historic
Preservation Recognition Award, and | wish
the society the best in all of its future endeav-
ors.

———

BAHRAIN MUST CHANGE
DIRECTION

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2019

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, today
marks the 8th anniversary of the beginning of
the Pearl Uprising in Bahrain.

On this day eight years ago, thousands of
Bahrainis gathered in peaceful protests to de-
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mand greater political freedom, and political
and constitutional reform.

Their demands were not new—the roots
went back to the 1970s.

They were not radical: Bahrainis wanted
greater popular participation in governance,
equal access to socio-economic opportunities
and development, action against corruption
and an end to the practice of political natu-
ralization.

And they were not sectarian—even though
Bahrain is a majority Shi'a country ruled by a
minority Sunni monarchy.

But by the end of March 2011, what started
as a moment of hope had been met with mas-
sive repression by the Bahraini government
and security forces sent by Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates. As protests grew
and spread, at least 35 people died, some
3,000 people were injured, thousands were
detained or lost their jobs, and many were
brutally tortured, including medical doctors.

King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa of Bahrain did
take some steps to address the people’s de-
mands. His appointment of the 5-member
Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry
BICI) to examine the government’s response
to the protests was an important gesture. And
the 26 recommendations contained in the BICI
report, which the monarch promised to imple-
ment, did inspire some new hope that change
was possible.

Many of us in Congress urged the govern-
ment to fully implement the BICI recommenda-
tions and to cease the repression of human
rights defenders and peaceful opposition lead-
ers.

But in the years since, hope has been com-
pletely dashed. Some initial important reforms
have been rolled back, opposition political so-
cieties are banned, peaceful human rights de-
fenders and popular opposition leaders are
spending their lives in jail, sectarian divisions
have hardened, hundreds have been stripped
of their citizenship, no independent press re-
mains, the most recent elections were a
sham—and to top it all off, the Bahraini gov-
ernment has supported the Saudis in the bru-
tal war in Yemen and the senseless embargo
of Qatar.

Madam Speaker, some observers turn a
blind eye to Bahrain’s increasingly authori-
tarian rule because they accept Bahrain’s ar-
gument that Iran is to blame for encouraging
the Shi’a population to rebel.

These days, any mention of Iran is often
enough to silence legitimate criticism.

But what | see is a Bahraini government
whose own policies deepen sectarian divisions
and create the conditions for unrest.

In spite of their majority status, Bahraini Shi-
ites are less likely to hold jobs in the all-impor-
tant public sector. They are almost entirely
disqualified from serving in the police or mili-
tary. They live in highly segregated neighbor-
hoods with inferior public services compared
to Sunni areas. They are systematically under-
represented in the lower house of parliament.

No one should be surprised that this stark
political and economic inequality causes griev-
ance. Add to that Bahrain’s crushing of polit-
ical expression and channels of participation,
and you have a recipe for fostering extremism.

No government that does this can be con-
sidered a true United States ally in the war
against terrorism. You cannot claim to be
fighting extremism when your own policies fos-
ter it.
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On this anniversary, | renew my call to the
government of Bahrain to free Nabeel Rajab,
Sheikh Ali Salman, Abdulhadi al-Khawaja,
Abduljalil Al-Singace, Ahmed Humaidan, Naji
Fateel and all other prisoners of conscience
jailed for exercising their most fundamental
human rights.

And | call on the government to end the pro-
hibition on political societies, decriminalize all
speech, allow national and international press
to operate without state intervention, stop ren-
dering its citizens stateless, strip the National
Security Agency of its power to arrest, bring
its anti-terrorism legislation into line with inter-
national human rights standards, integrate its
security forces and end discrimination against
the Shi'a population everywhere it exists.

Only if these steps are taken will the rights
of all the Bahraini people, the country’s long-
term stability and America’s national interests
be assured.

HONORING VICTOR GONELLA
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2019

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today along with my colleagues, Representa-
tive JACKIE SPEIER and Representative MIKE
THOMPSON, to honor Victor Gonella for his en-
during commitment to the protection and res-
toration of California’s salmon fisheries, and
his exemplary service as the founder and
president of the Golden Gate Salmon Associa-
tion.

Born in San Francisco, Victor developed a
childhood passion for fishing that has greatly
informed his public service throughout his life.
His focus on salmon began after his family
moved to Mill Valley: he fished off the waters
of Sausalito on his first boat when he was still
in high school.

Following high school, Victor began to race
motorcycles and started his own repair and
custom engine fabrication facility. He rented a
workspace from a local auto dealership, and
eventually ran the dealership’s parts and serv-
ice center. Victor would go on to buy the deal-
ership and move it to Petaluma, adding a sec-
ond dealership soon thereafter.

As Victor built up his dealership and custom
racing business, he never lost sight of his pas-
sion for salmon fishing. In 2008, when Cali-
fornia experienced the first closure of ocean
salmon fishing, Victor took action and founded
the Golden Gate Salmon Association to re-
store California’s largest salmon runs. In doing
so, Victor would make California history by
bringing together disparate stakeholders, in-
cluding leaders from the commercial and sport
fishing industries, conservation groups, and
businesses connected to fishing, for a com-
mon cause. Over the next few years, Victor
developed the financial and logistical back-
bone of the organization, coordinated fund-
raisers throughout Northern California, and as-
sembled community leaders to support the or-
ganization’s mission.

After establishing Golden Gate Salmon As-
sociation, Victor spearheaded its development
of a plan to restore Central Valley salmon
runs, utilizing available science and research
funded by the organization. This process
would be the beginning of a number of critical
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restoration projects that the organization spon-
sored and successfully completed, with many
still underway.

Madam Speaker, as ocean life continues to
decline all over the world, organizations like
Golden Gate Salmon Association are critical in
protecting the natural habitat, wildlife, and fish-
eries that we all rely on and cherish. We
therefore ask our colleagues to join us in
thanking Victor Gonella for his tireless efforts
to not only protect valuable natural resources
but the communities that rely on them.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2019

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, due to family
illness on Wednesday, February 13th, | was
not present to cast my vote on the Motion to
Recommit on H.J. Res. 37 which contained a
provision denouncing anti-Semitism in all its
forms. | strongly agree with the motion’s de-
nunciation of anti-Semitism, and had | been
present my vote would have been “YEA” on
Roll Call No. 82. | also would have voted
“YEA” on Roll Call No. 83.

————

HONORING PASTOR PIERCE’S
SIXTH ANNIVERSARY AT MOUNT
ZION BAPTIST CHURCH OF
GREENSBORO

HON. MARK WALKER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2019

Mr. WALKER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Bishop Bryan J. Pierce’s sixth an-
niversary as the Senior Pastor and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Mount Zion Baptist Church
of Greensboro. Beginning to preach at the age
of six and ordained by nineteen, Bishop Pierce
is a man after God’s own heart. It was in June
of 2011 that Bishop Pierce became the Chief
Administrative Officer at Mount Zion and
worked diligently until his elevation to Senior
Pastor on January 1, 2013. He strongly be-
lieves that he who serves the city, wins the
city, which is expressed through a Church-
wide campaign called No Greater Love, where
members of Mount Zion come together to
serve the Greensboro community. Also serv-
ing as 1st Assistant to 2nd Presiding Bishop,
Bishop Pierce is a noted songwriter, arranger
and producer. He successfully released his
first solo debut album, which reached No. 3 on
Billboard’s Top Gospel Albums Chart by cap-
turing an amazing sound that has facilitated
openings for the Glory of God to be mani-
fested in the lives of His people. With 20 years
of Senior Pastoral Leadership, we honor an-
other anniversary of service and the faithful fu-
ture he is sure to bring our community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF PAMELA C.
ROBERTSON’S RETIREMENT

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2019

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| ask for the House’s attention to recognize
Pamela C. Robertson as she retires after
years of civil service.

A native of Anniston, Alabama, Robertson
graduated high school in 1976 and attended
Ayers State Technical College with a certifi-
cate of completion in Business and imme-
diately entered the workforce at AOD Federal
Credit Union in 1978.

She began her civilian government service
at Fort McClellan, Alabama, in 1979 as GSO4
Secretary-Steno. She served as Administrative
Assistant in the Foreign Student Allied Liaison
Office, Budget Assistant and Budget Analyst in
the U.S. Army Chemical School and Account-
ing Technician with the Federal Bureau of
Prisons in Talladega, Alabama. From 1988
until 1999, she worked as a Budget Analyst at
Fort McClellan. After Fort McClellan closed
due to BRAC, she transferred to the Anniston
Army Depot in the same capacity and become
the Budget Officer in 2007. She will retire as
Director of Resource Management, a position
she’s held since 2013.

Robertson has won several awards includ-
ing: The Superior Civilian Service Award
(Louis Dellamonica AMC outstanding person
of the year), AMC Commander’'s coin, Army
Achievement Medal, several special acts and
performance awards.

She is involved in the Supervisory Com-
mittee of a local federal credit union and a vol-
unteer in the pre-school department of her
church. She’s also an active member of the
Chemical Corps Regimental Association,
Order of the Dragon.

In August 2019, Pamela Robertson will re-
tire with 40 years of primarily Army service.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Pamela on her retirement and
thanking her for her service to our country.

———

TRIBUTE TO THEODORE JOSEPH
“TED” STATON

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2019

Mr. STIVERS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Con-
gressional District to celebrate the life and leg-
acy of one of Upper Arlington, Ohio’s most
distinguished citizens, a man who devoted his
life to the service of others, Mr. Theodore Jo-
seph “Ted” Staton. His commitment to good,
ethical governance cannot be understated,
and he made a lasting impact on my city,
Upper Arlington.

An incredibly passionate and hardworking
man, Mr. Staton valiantly offered his skills to
Ohio serving as a City Manager for the City of
Upper Arlington since 2011. He displayed
strength and tenacity throughout his leader-
ship positions on the Executive Board of the
League of Women in Government, the Upper
Arlington Community Foundation Board of
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Trustees, as the Chair of the Central Ohio
Mayors and Managers Association, and the
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission. Mr.
Staton successfully led these organizations
gracefully though both prosperous and chal-
lenging times. He continuously propelled
Upper Arlington’s community towards a bright
and successful future.

To attempt to quantify the impact Mr. Staton
made is impossible. He was a firm believer in
the value of good, ethical governance. Due to
his proven track record of these values, Mr.
Staton was awarded the 2019 Outstanding
Mentor Award from the International City/
County Management Association; 2018 Upper
Arlington Stewardship Award, and 2018 Ohio
City Manager’'s Association Award for Career
Achievement. His legacy will live on in the
memories of those who knew him and loved
him: his wife Carol; two sons, Paul and Ben-
net; and his extended family and friends.

As a dedicated public servant, community
leader, family man, friend, and mentor Mr.
Staton consistently seized upon new opportu-
nities to enrich the lives of others. He en-
hanced the teamwork and collaboration with
every organization he joined. Upper Arlington,
Ohio is undeniably a better place because of
Mr. Staton and the tremendous life of public
service he lived, and | am honored to cele-
brate his legacy.

—————

HOMELESSNESS AND HOUSING
INSECURITY

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 14, 2019

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, today
| rise to join my colleagues in discussing the
disparaging effects of homelessness and
housing insecurity in our communities.

In 2018, communities across the country
faced a continuing housing affordability crisis
that left thousands of Americans homeless
and without any stable place to live.

For the second year in a row, the number
of people experiencing homelessness in the
United States increased.

In 2018, 552,830 people lived in emergency
shelters, transitional housing, or were not shel-
tered at all.

This is nearly 2,000 more people than in
2017.

This is an ongoing problem that demands
our immediate attention.

The state of Texas claims just under 9 per-
cent of the population of the United States.

Sadly, 23,548 people are homeless in
Texas.

This is 4 percent of the country’s entire
homeless population.

More than 10,000 men and women can be
found on the streets of Houston, homeless, on
any given night.

Of these, 3,000 are considered chronically
homeless.

Those who are categorized as chronically
homeless are people who have been continu-
ously homeless for a year or more or those
who have been homeless four or more times
in the past three years.

Many of the chronically homeless suffer
from a mental illness and/or a substance
abuse problem.
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